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170 THE WOMEN OF THE ISLAND OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. 





Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 19, Year 1822, 
of the degrading Mythology of the 
rs Christians. 
[DEDICATE to you the publication of the Speech of Mrs. 
Susanna Wright, in deiivering which she was illegally : 
topped by the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench. I ea 
: 
+ 
K 





awk your patronage to this Speech with a confidence, that 
there is nothing in it J may be ashamed to offer, or you to 


. patronize ; notwithstanding its expressions were grating to 

0 he corrupt ears of the very corrupt Judges of that Court. i 
[publish it, because I will, to the utmost of my power, re- eg 

b- ist that species of despotism, which forbids the speaking, Rime | 

in writing, or printing of such unanswerable trutbs, and because Nae 


know, that the recognised laws of this country will not 
bear out the Judges in their conduct towards Mrs. Wright 

othe 14th instant. 
She was committed for a contempt of Court, not for im- 
0 proper language to the Judges of that Court, but because 
the was bold enough to display a mind of her own, in the 


d We of such matters as she considered essential to her inte- 

ests, inso painful a situation. Trial is a mockery if the 
I- person accused be only allowed to use such words in de- 
e lence as the prosecutors and their supporters, the Judges, 


think necessary or proper. 
_ You will perceive that Mrs. Wright’s Speech throughout 
e San argument upon law, if her indictment had any founda- 
s lon in law. She no where moves out of the matter of her 
indictment; and her whole prepared discourse was strictly 
relevant, however disagreeable it may bave been to those 
z who wished to punish her for publishing the truth, and 
S daring to defend it. 
2 shall enlarge upon this matter in another address to 


Jolin the ensuing week; but, in the meantime, | recom- 
o_o A — 
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mend you to consider well this subject, and to consider 
whether Mrs. Wright be not a woman who deserves from 
you all the support you can give her in her present situa- 
tion, She is rendering you a service, the importance of 
which time only can express. She suffers for youand your 
children, not for herself. She will do her duty, and I call 
upon you to support her. 


R. CARLILE. 











SPEECH OF MRS. WRIGHT, 


Before the Court of King’s Bench, when brought up for 
Judgment, for having published Blasphemous Libels on 
the Christian Religion. 





May it please your Lordships, 
I aM brought here, at the instance of a Society that pro- 
fesses to associate for the purpose of suppressing vice, to 
receive the judgment of this Court, for having published 
some pamphlets, which are denominated blasphemous libels 
upon the Christian religion. In searching for records of 
similar cases, I find, that, the earliest is the case of Jesus 
himself, the very founder of that religion! The only differ- 
ence in that case and mine is, that Jesus did not deign to 
make any defence against so false and infamous a charge, 
before the Judges who solicited him to answer to the charge 
against him; and were not desirous to condemn him un- 
heard, as is too often the case in modern charges of this 
nature; whilst I, in spite of all interruption, have made 
such a defence as to me seemed proper, for the encourage- 
ment and good example of those who may follow in the 
same glorious path. Yes, we read in the books of the Holy 
Evangelists, Saint Matthew and Saint Mark, that the Jewish 
priests, who, doubtless, fancied themselves the Vice Sup- 
pressors of that day, and that country, persecuted Jesus 
through all kinds of indignities, by scourging his back and 
breaking the skin of his head with the ruthless thorn, aud 
their still more ruthless hands, and whilst the blood still 
trickled from his wounds over his cheeks and his back, they 
led him to that most horrid of all public executions, the 
death of the cross, upon the mere charge of blasphemig 
their God and their religion; a charge exaetly similar to 
that which the Vice Suppressors of this day have placed 
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spon tecord in this Court agaiust me, and for which they 
jow ask the judgment of your Lordships, as modern He- 
rods, and Pilates, and High Priests. Similar as is my case 
tp that of Jesus, so hereaiter similar shall be my conduct; 
if] am to receive any further prosecution, any further 
mishments from your Lordships’ hands, I shall suffer with 
qual fortitude, and say with Jesas, “ Father, forgive my 
ersecutors, and my judges, for they know not whatthey do!” 
Ifit be said to me that Jesus was not tried by a jury of 
biscouatrymen, | can answer, that 1 might as well have 
been without mine, for one of them was so blindly bigoted 
against, and so evidently ignorant of the subject he had to 
ity, as to insist, that an argument in defence was an attack 
upon Christianity, and he would scarcely have believed the 
contrary had he not been corrected by the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice. My accusers had the means of packing a jury, and 
practised them, and had the judgment of twelve of the most 

lurious and most bigoted of the Jews, who accused Jesus, 

been taken, he would have had as fair a trial as mine, and 
perhaps fairer, for his Judges solicited him earnestly to 
speak in defence of himself, and mine as earnestly sought to 
silence me by continual interruptions. 

lt is the common practice of persons in my situation to 
bring before your Lordships a file of affidavits about former 
good character, and so on; to practise upon the well-known 
merciful dispositions of those who are always selected to fill 
the important offices of Judges of this Court. Every spe- 
cies of feigned humility, and penitence, and oftentimes the 
most barefaced perjury, as to present health, late sufferings, 
and past conduct, is exhibited, for the purpose of moving 
your Lordships to a merciful mood. and a mitigation of that 
punishment which the law has-awarded them. But this is 
tot my case; I come before your Lordships not to plead for 

& mitigated sentence, or a lessening of any given punishment 

assigned by law, I know there is no such law; and I come 

to show strong reasons why {| ought not to receive any kind 
of punishment, but rather approbation and reward for what 
have done to bring me here. I come not with a plea of 
feigned humility and false penitence, but with a mind elated 
with pride, from the assurance. that the cause which has 
tought me here has been a common good, and not an evil 
fo the community, nor an offence against the known laws of 
country. I come not with a bundle of false oaths as to 
health, or to sufferings, or to past conduct, to excite pity 

Where it is not due, but [ come with an endeavour to excite 
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the approbation of your Lordships by a clear and fair state. 
ment of wy past and present conduct, by shewing reasons 
for what [ have done, why I should have done it, and why 
[ should not have shrank from doing it. After I bave done 
this, [ shall look for your Lordships’ applause rather than 
for an infliction of punishment on account of the act that 
has brought me here. 

Such is the preliminary matter I have to address to your 
Lordships. With me the age of precedent is gone, and | 
shall endeavour to be as rational in what | have to offer, as 
I desire to be considered free from unapt or impertinent re- 
marks. I wish to try the effect of that sense, which is un- 
justly called common, in this atmosphere of legal quibble, 
legal subterfuge, aud legal oppression. It is, I fear, a daring 
attempt, but like Franklin, I shall not fear the detonations 
which may ensue from the inflammable mixture, whilst I 
am near such safe-conductors as your Lordships, to save 
me from being scathed by the fire that will be engendered. 
In plainer English, and less figurative language, I would say, 
that I shall not fear the murmur that will arise with the 
Gentlemen at the Bar, whilst a female sets them an example 
of duty, of courage, and of honesty, as the all-powerful 
words of your Lordships will restrain them from offering 
me their collected revenge and violence for an encroach- 
ment so daring on their prerogatives. I can assure your 
Lordships, that if | had known there was any one of them 
with a heart equal to my own, I would have yielded up 
this inappropriate and unpleasant task into his hand, that it 
might bave gone forth with the grave influence of the Court 
habiliments, or the appalling impression of a “ Learned 
Friend’s” wig, and the imposing one of his gown. [can 
also assure the Learned Gentlemen at this Bar, that 1 have 
carefully searched all the authorities, and I have uniformly 
found that the precedeuts are all against my application to 
them for assistance. It is sufficient for the credit of so ho- 
nourable a body, that some half dozen of them are employ- 
ed against me, as, for the present, it will pay them better to 
attack than to defend my principles; and they will not be 
in danger of losing what is technically termed, “ the ear of 
the Court.” . 

For the foregoing reasons, and from a desire to avoid all 
bad precedents, I shall plead for myself; in so doing, | 
shall do justice to myself, if 1 miss it every where else, and 
upon this certainty, I proceed to the point of an argumenta- 
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fre statement of my case without a further waste of your 
Lordships’ very valuable time. So thus goes my story. 

The record against me in this Court, upon which a ver 
ignorant Jury has returned a verdict of Guilty, and for 
sbich I now stand here for judgment, is a charge, that I 
have published what the pious suppressors of vice, and per- 
haps the law of this Court, call blasphemous libels. These 
niscalled libels consist of two small pamphlets of sixteen 
pages each, and however innoxious or auxiliary they may 
beto morals and physical truths, it seems they are to be 
held obnoxious to the religion of the British law, and the 
persecuting disposition of that association, some of whose 
nembers have, by their profligacy and horrid vices, proved 
themselves a disgrace to mankind and moral society. Un- 
fortunately for this gang, it has happeued, that whenever 
me of its secret members has become known, it has been 
discovered, that he has been tainted with some peculiar 
vice, 

This word blasphemy is now become so very common, 
aid so well understood, as to its real meaning, that, in a 
noral point of view, it has ceased to be considered an of- 
nce. If your Lordships were now to bear a Roman Ca- 
tholic Christian impute the once heinous crime of heresy to 
‘Protestant Christian, such an imputation would leave no 
other impression on your minds than pity for the former, 
whom you would consider in error. Such is now become 
the almost general view of the charge of blasphemy. ‘That 
charge is founded on exactly the same principle as that on 
which the charge of heresy was founded—either a dread of 
change in the existing religious establishment, or a dread of 
loss of power and profit in those who are benefited by it. 
lt is here that the whole charge of blasphemy centers, aud 
itcan entail nothing but disgrace on your Lordships and 
this Court, if you cherish this spirit of bigotry and cor- 
ruption, and punish me for this fictions crime. I protest in 
the face of this Court and my ‘country, that J have com- 
nitted no crime, that [ have not offended against the morals 
ofthe known law of the land. I protest that I have done 
nothing deserving the charge of blasphemy, because the al- 
leged object blasphemed cannot be proved, as to its exist- 
euce or its foundation in truth and nature. I am charged 
with libelling and blaspheming the Christian religion, but 
What is this religion? Jt is a non-entity. The law recog- 
uses no such thine, or it recognises every thing that any 


suorant bigot or corrupt fellow thinks proper to call Chris- 
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tianity. Who is the man that can define any thinz to be 
the Christian religion, or the pretended religion of the law 
called Christianity, that | cannot controvert? I challenge 
every lawyer, every priest, every fanatic in the country to 


discussion. What, then, can your Lordships ground any | 


punishment upon; or what beyond words wickedly and 
corruptly expressed, and without any meaning or truth? 

The precise charge in the record agaiust me is, that, 
““ wickedly and profanely devising and intending to bring 
the Christian religion into disbelief and contempt among the 
people of this country, I, unlawfully and wickedly did sell, 
utter, and publish, and cause to be sold, uttered, and pub- 
lished, a certain scandalous, impious, blasphemous, and pro- 
fane libel, of and concerning the Christian religion, contain- 
ing therein, amongst other things, certain scandalous, im- 
pious, and profane matters and things, of aud concerning 
the Christian religion.” itis further charged, that | have 
done this, “‘ to the high displeasure of Almighty God, to 
the great scandal and reproach of the Christian religion, to 
the evil example of all others, and against the peace of our 
Lord the King, his crown and dignity.” 

Is this charge true or false? There can be no other ques- 
tion for honest consideration. If I know any thing of the 
character of the King, the Chief Magistrate of this realm, 
I can venture to say, that nothing that weighs against the 
Christian religion can affect his peace or his dignity ; and ii 
I know any thing of an Almighty God, (and I will not al- 
low that any person knows more of him than I do,) | take 
upon myself to say that this prosecution, this bringing me 
here for the judgment of your Lordships, is the greatest 
piece of blasphemy that can be offered to him, and a piece 
of hypocrisy that must excite his high displeasure, in the 
same ratio as he prefers truth to falsehood, honesty to dis- 
honesty, virtue to vice. The Almighty God has nothing to 
do with the tithes, and fat benefices heaped upon the priests, 
and these alone constitute the religion and the Christianity 
of the law of this country ; these are the foundation of that 
Christian religion, which the Vice Society calls upon your 
Lordships to protect from my blasphemy. ‘The only pro 
fane matters and things to their views are those which dis- 
pute the rights of the priests to live in idleness upon the pro- 
duce of the industry of others; of those whose labours pro- 
duce all the necessaries, all the comforts, and all the luxuries 
of life, none of which can they themselves enjoy. With my 
prosecutors, the greatest of profanation is not to believe; 














Pon je industrious labourer to the Same extent as taxes are im- 
lenge sed upon the produce of his industry !” 

ry ri If we enquire seriously what constitutes the Christian re- 
any jigioD in this country, we shall find that the thing is altoge- 
and er undefinable. ‘The most pious of your Lordships can- 


2 jot explain it, for if you refer me to the Thirty-nine Arti- 
des, established as a rule for belief in the reign of Henry 
the Kighth, I can instantly refer your Lordships to statutes 
> the of the Parliament, passed siuce that time, that go to contra- 
reve the very foundation of those Articles, The statute for 


sell 

Dub- the toleration of the impugners of the Triuity, passed in the 
pro- i3d of George the Third, is a direct annihilation of the first 
ain- of the Thirty-nine Articles, and saps the foundation of the 
im- other thirty-eight. All the statutes which have been made 
ling for the toleration of Disseaters, are so many contradictions 
ave fo the Thirty-nine Articles, and the Royal declaration of 
, to Heary the Eighth that accompanied them. 

, to The Christianity which your Lordships recognise, as the 
our religion of the law, is that form which originated with Henry 


the Kighth, after he had despoiled, in a truly Royal manner, 
the Catholic churches, abbies, and monasteries, of as 
much of their accumulated wealth, as would satiate his 
royal avarice, and that of his parasitical followers. ‘This 
inst defender of a faith that he destroyed in a true royal 
style, sought to establish a new system of his own, in oppo- 
‘ition to the Pope of Rome; and accordingly, in the year 
1562, he sent forth his Royal Declaration, that the Thirty- 
hine Articles then and now recognized by the Ustablished 
Chureh, “should never be disputed, departed from, or va- 
tied in the least degree.” I shall enlarge a little upon this 
subject, for an exposure of the contemptibility of royal de- 
crees, declarations, and proclamations,-when put forth to 
coutroul and give uniformity to matters of opinion. It was 





s, asserted in the Declaration here alluded to, issued near three 
| hundred years ago, that then, “ curious and unhappy dif- 
at erences had existed for centuries, and bad been exercised in 
Ir the Church of Christ,” and this Royal Head of the English 
)- Church thought that his word would be sufficient to put a 
, top to all further curious search and disputation, and that 


. bristianity was to stand for ever as it then stood! Had 
; that tyrant lived for ever, perhaps he would have accom- 
$ plished his views, and have served every sceptic and dispu- 
lantas he served Lambert the ‘ schoolmaster,” by referring 
the powers of the kindled faggot, where his powers of 
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yh one of your Lordships, “ that blessings fall back npon 
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argument failed, and by destroying indiscriminately all 
those who denied his supremacy in the Church. But, as if 
to display the contemptibility of all royal decrees, his 
daughter Mary, in the next reign, put it aside; and though 
restored again by Elizabeth, a century did not elapse betore 
those thirty-nine articles became completely overthrown: a 
System sprang up that made almost every priest a teacher of 
a new doctrine, and a founder of a new sect; whilst Cbris- 
tianity was defined by the one and the other to be every 
thing that was strange, odious, and vile. I allude to the 
period of the civil war between Charles and the Parliament, 
and the overthrow of episcopacy. 

The Thirty-nine Articles again raised their head after 
this period: many abuses and much tyranny were prac- 
tised upon the Dissenters to support and keep them in ex- 
istence; they have lingered on to this day, but it has onl 
been to be subjected to a more effectual, to a philosophical 
extinction. They cannot revive again; nay, they are al- 
ready almost lost sight of in the very Church that professes 
to be founded upon them. 

What, then, is the Christianity I have blasphemed? The 
Thirty-nine Articles require us to believe contradictions, im- 
possibilities, and falsehoods, both moral and physical. We 
must believe that there is but one God, of infinite power, 
though without body, parts or passion, and that this one 
God without* body contains three persons in the same sub- 
stance ; substance is body, and in the very first article we 
are called upon to believe in a God with, and without, a 
body ; and that three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, are one God, without a body! Before 
aman can enjoy the tithes and rich benefices, and become 
a priest of the Established Church, he must belie himself by 
saying, that he believes such contradictions, and such phy- 
sical as well as moral impossibilities to be consistent with 
truth. There was never any thing half so ridiculous sub- 
mitted to the credulity of a Pagan in any part of the Heathen 
Mythology. We must also believe, that the second part of this 
God without parts was separated, and not separated, from 
the joint-stock company of religious commerce, or the one 
substance; and that a divided part of an indivisible Trinity 
was made man by passing through a natural state for that 
purpose, and was both God and man at the same time; and 
that this immortal God was crucified, which was the com- 
mon mode of executing malefactors at that time under the 
Roman empire, by his own consent, that he so died and was 
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buried, for no other purpose than to reconcile himself to 
himself! and to. be a sacrifice for us, to appease himself’! 
We are here also required to believe, that this God 
without @ body, parts, or passions, took a fourth part 
o itself, or added manhood to its Godhead, by taking 
a“ flesh, bowes, and all things appertaining to the perfection 
of man's nature into heaven,’ sull remaining one and indivi- 
sible! We are also required to believe, that one part of a 
bodiless, partless God, went down into hell, a fictitious 
place of torment, now proved to have no existence; that is, 
we are required to believe what we know to be a physical 
falsehood, and to assent to a proposition, as true, which we 
positively know not to be true, or to proclaim tbat in 
Christianity, a fiction or a falsehood are synonymous with 
trath, and both alike at the same time! ‘The same argu- 
ment applies to the fabled ascent into heaven with “ flesh, 
bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of man’s 
nature,” whilst astronomy has annihilated the heaven, by 
leaching us that the immensity of space is filled with 
planets similar to our own, aud other scientific researches 
have taught us the physical impossibility of any animal to 
pass et the ee of the earth, in au attempt to 
move towards any other planet. 

_ Weare also required to believe nothing but what is found 
in the books of the Old and New Testaments, and yet dif- 
ferent translations give us very different meanings to differ- 
ent passages, whilst what we are required to believe in these 
— is not to be found in any of those books of Jewish 
cripture : for instance, the first of these Thirty-nine Arti- 
eaenints us té believe that “ there is but one God,” and 
- without body, parts, and passions,” whilst the Jew 
ooks uniformly represent the God of the Jews with body, 
parts, and passions, and constantly located, either in their 
Ark of Shittim wood, their Tabernacle, or their Temple; 
= he was particularly endowed with the passions of 
nea Senmneece, and repentance. We are required to be- 
a at the Old Testament is not contrary to the New, 
rs at the Old, as well as the New, offers everlasting life 
oe by Christ, when in fact, there is not the slight- 
oa usion to any thing of the kind, without perverting the 
er eoening of words. We are required to believe that we 
that ‘. nothing by our works towards our salvation from 
tiny Ctitious place of torment called Hell, and at the same 
peads up ~ahine Ad required to believe that every thing de- 

su urselves! 

This is the Christianity of the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
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Established Church, or the religion of the law. This is the 
Christianity of one sect, but there are near one hundred dif. 
ferent sects of Christians in this country, all professing 
different tenets, and each‘laying claim to that which they 
say is alone the genuine sort. One argues the sufficiency 
of Infant Baptism by effusion ; another the immersion of 
adults in water, as a baptism essential to salvation. One 
argues for free will, and that man can do every thing for his 
own salvation; and another, that every thing is predesti- 
nated, and all that man can do is vain. One says that Jesus 
Christ is a part of the Godhead; and another, that he was 
nothing more than a prophet of the highest order, aud the 
natural son of Joseph the carpenter, and Mary his wile. 
One believes the miracles he is said to have wrought; and 
another believes them not. Al! these, and a hundred others, 
alike call themselves Christians, and each boasts that he ex- 
clusively bolds to the right Christianity. What, then, is 
the Christianity that I have blasphemed? or how cau your 
Lordships, as judges of the law only, and not as priests of 
any sect, judge my opinions upon matters of religion, where 
the law recognizes such a variety? The Jew is protected 
in his opinions, though in reality more inimical to the 
Christian Religion than mine, and even inimical towards 
the moral part of the New ‘Testament, which I am not. 
The Hindoo and Mahometan are protected under the Bri- 
tish Government and jaw, and openly encouraged to prac- 
tice their idolatries, in opposition to Christianity. Why, 
then, am I to be punished for rejecting this vague thing, 
called Christianity? Can the impugner of the Trinity be 
more of a Christian than I am, though be assumes the 
name, and does he value any thing more than the moral 
part of the New Testament, which I and every other Deist 
values ? ? 

I will put a case to your Lordships. Ifa Jew, Hindoo, 
or Mahometan, resident in this country, were publicly to 
‘state his opinion, that the religion of this country, whica the 
law recognizes under the name of Christianity, was not 
founded in truth, aud that he verily believed it to be found- 
ed in imposture, and to be a cheat upon the people, an opl- 


nion which we know each of those idolators to hold; nen 
such a public expression of their opinions be — 
ate 


our law as a case of blasphemy, whilst custom toler the 
practical part of their idolatries, and their opposition to \e 
Christian religion ? 


. . . : uS- 
If the law can punish, it does not, in those cases, and c 
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tom, as far as it relates to manners, forms the most power- 
fully operative part of the law. I am not a Christian. | 
am proud in rejecting the epithet after the confused notions 
[have exhibited as connected with what is called Christia- 
nity, and the inexplicable demands it makes upon our cre- 
dulity. In relation to Christianity, [ ask from your Lord- 
ships, to be ranked with the Jew, Hindoo, or Mahometan. 
[flatter myself that I stand before your Lordships as a per- 
sn of good morals, though I have scorned to resort to the 
usual mode in those cases, of exhibiting them upon ailida- 
vis. Ifeltitto be unnecessary. I feel that my morals are 
not impeached, notwithstanding the abusive nature of the re- 
cord against me. Lawyers are licensed to be abusive, aud 
gallantry or courtesy towards the female sex is not recog- 
nized as an accomplishment in legal pursuits. The records 
of our Courts of Law, or the proceedings upon them, are 
not arguments to convince of error, but a system of bearing 
down by clamorous and false abuse; where the weakest is 
sure to go to the wall: where powerful oppression aiways 
triumphs. But is there any ouveamong my prosecutors who 
willimpeach my morals? Is there one who will show lam 
abad mother, a bad wife, a bad friend, or a bad member of 
society? Will those slanderers, who have blasphemed me 
through the medium of the indictments, with the epithet of 
wicked, malicious and ill-disposed, come forward and show 
that I have ever been guilty of one immoral act in my lile? 
Will their own characters bear the same scrutiny? Pray, 
for what are your Lordships called upon to punish me? 
For what, to shut me out of society ? why strip me from my 
busband, and bereave me of my ecbildren? what have J 
done, more than to publish two pamphlets, the truth and 
morality of which are unimpeachable? Yes, lam charged 
with blaspheming Christianity, but how is it proved? by the 
verdict of a man who knows so much about it, as not to 
know when it was atlacked or defended. By a special Ju- 
'yman, who was scarcely superior in intellect to an idiot; 
who was ignorant enough to think that every word that 
dropped from me must be an attack upon it, and who inter- 
tupted me when I was really reading the sermon of a Chris- 
lan Priest who defended it, but condemned all persecutions 

its support. My persecutors blaspheme their religion of 

Christianity by bringing me here for punishment: they speak 

evil of it, they pronounce that it cannot staud without perse- 

cuting those who impeach it; that it must not be spoken 

‘galust, lest, like a bubble, it be dispersed with a breath. 
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You, my Judges, if you do not allow me to go from this 


Court will blaspheme it; you will sanction persecution jp jt. _ 


defence, and if your victims fall under the punishment you 
inflict, you will stain your robes with the blood of martyrs 
to truth. I therefore call upon you in the name of truth, jp 
the name of every thing that is great and good in society ; 
in the spirit of free discussion, which is the source of all hv. 
man happiness and improvement, te allow me to proceed 
from this Court to my home, to my husband, and to my 
children, free from bond. 

Christianity in all its varieties is a thing founded upon 
words and nothing but words, it has no relation to any thing 
in nature, in physics, or in morals, and I challenge any bu- 
man being to shew the contrary of what L assert, Lawina 
civilized society is a eampact between its members to pre- 
serve to each other their lives, their iiberties, and their pro- 
perties. ‘There can be no such thing as law to preserve the 
use of certain words, it would be treated with ridicule and 
contempt, in such a country as this: therefore I protest 
against any decision of your Lordships, if you say there is 
a law to support the use of the words which relates to, or 
constitute the verbal system of, Christianity. If I am per- 
mitted to be punished upon the indictment against me in this 
Court, it will be despotism not law. 

In all cases of law that come before your Lordships, you 
require proofs from the mouths of competent witnesses, that 
the life, the health, the liberty, or the property of some indi- 
vidual, has been injured. You always require the appear- 
_ance of two parties before you, the person who has been 10- 
jured, if life be not taken, and the person who has done the 
injury. Ifproof be shewn to your Lordships, that some per- 
son has been injured, and that the wrong done is brought 
home to another before you, as his action, you then give the 
injured party damages from the property of the other, or you 
inflict’ the pains which the law warrants on him who has 
done the wrong. This isall right and intelligible: this is law 
that relates to physical grounds, and that is supported or de- 
fensible upon moral grounds. But 1 would ask your Lord- 
ships, who have I injured, does any one stand before _— 
| ordshipsas my accuser, to say that he has been injured by - 
Will any member of the Vice Society stand forward as mJ ne 
dividual accuser, and say | have done him an injury? One 0 
your Lordships was oncea member of this prosecuting this a 
secuting society; does his Lordship feel that I have done “. 
aninjury in the publication of the pamphlets before the Court: 
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Then, if I have done no one jinjury, if no unpaid individual 
sands In this Courtas my accuser, upon what moral grounds 
ao your Lordship inflict any kind of punishment upon me? 
[may be told that the King is the person injured, and that he 
is my accuser, but all this we know to be fiction, because 
hough prosecuted in the name of the King, it is notorious to 
sour Lordships, that I have done him no physical or moral 
iarm. The duty of your Lordships is to judge of actions 
jot opinions. Expressing opinions of any established insti- 
tution, or selling a printed pamphlet contaiuing such expres- 
ions, cannot be construed to be an individual injury arising 
fom malicious motives; because, in all public institutions, 
every individual in the society has, or ought to have, an 
equal interest. An interest of the same import to the person 
who may disapprove, as to him who may approve. It will 
be said, or it has been said, that I have been tried and found 
suilty upon the principles of the common law of the land. 
This 1am also prepared to dispute. It was lately asserted 
by the present Solicitor General, in the House of Commons, 
that the common law of the land had no other foundation 
thin common sense, and that they were synonymous terms. 
Your Lordships willsupport this proposition of the common 
lw, and you will not venture to say that it is opposed to 
common sense, nor that it deviates from it in any shape or 
degree. Now then, I shall apply the principles of common 
suse to this prosecution: if they will not tally, if 1] show 
your Lordships that they are opposed to each other, I think, 
ad [should hope your Lordships will so think, that I shall 
have shewn reasons sufficient why I ought to be dismissed 
fom this Court without punishment. I will lay it down as 
al axiom, that there is no kind of law, either statute or com- 
not, but such as is, or can be well understood by your 
Lordships. What you do not or cannot understand, can 
have no relation to law, because you cannot administer upon 
just ground as law, that of which you do not understand or 
‘ollprehend the bearing, and to which you cannot attach 
on rational idea, or an idea that is supported by a reference 
any known existence. If, then, Christianity has any 
‘onnection with the common law, it must have a connection 
with common sense, which, I think, I have fairly proved to 
Jour Lordships, that it has not; or if I bave not yet proved 
as | can adduce other arguments for that purpose, against 
Which J challenge an answer and discussion. 

‘ords are the signs of all ideas, and of all legal, literary, 
Political or religious knowledge; and unless the words we 
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use have an evident relation to a something we know to ex. 
ist in nature, they are idle words, and of no meaning. Your 
Lordships fill those benches as expounders and propounders 
of the law, and ifthesystem of words called Christianity bea 
partand parcel of that law, I call upon you, before you inflict 
any punishment upon me, for libelling or blaspheming this 
part of the law, to expound openly in this Court, in what 
Christianity consists, and where and how it can be proved 
to be related to, or connected with, any physical power in 
existence. This is the ground, and the only ground, where- 
upon this point can be tried, as to its being or not being a 
part of the law of the land. 

An affirmation, or decree of your Lordships, or a statute 
of the British Parliament, would not convert the Juggernaut 
of the Hindoos into an animated or inteliectual being, and 
equally impotent is the argument that asserts Christianity to 
be a part of the law, while it has a foundation in nothing 
but words, for more than this has not yet been proved. If we 
speak of Christianity abstracted from the actious of those who 
call themselves Christians, we speak of nothing but a word; 
that word has no reference but to those actions, and those 
actions have no foundation but that word. Christianity is, 
in fact, the representative of nothing as a word, it has 
no pliysical or moral definition, and is a word that cannot 
be expounded, as law ought always to be expounded. 

There is another argument which applies well to my 
case, and is suited to that which I have just offered to your 
Lordships. Admitting, for argument sake, that Christianity 
is a something, that it isa part and parcel of the law of the 
land, as has been so often said without proof or exposition, Is 
it unlawful to speak evil of‘any particular part of the law, ot 
of any one, or of all the laws? If it be unlawful to speak 
evil of any particular law, and if such conduct be punisha- 
ble as libellous and blasphemous, then, indeed, the act 
called the New Marriage Act has made libellers aud blas- 
phemers of nine-tenths of the people, and the Vice Society 
may yet be satiated with prosecutions and with persecution. 
Will your Lordships say that it is unlawful to libel or blas- 
pheme any law that has once obtained an existence? No: 
it will not be said. Then, if it be not unlawful to complain 
of, or to speak evil of, to libel, to blaspheme any particular 
law, and to shew that it ought to be abrogated, for the pe- 
nefit of the community, upon what law, or principle avid 
is that part of the law which is called Christianity entit 
to special protection? Despotism may ride over this q 
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tion, but law cannot auswer it: nor can your Lordships jus- 
iy, apon any principle of law, the infliction of any punish- 
nentupon me for speaking evil of that part of the law called 
Christianity, and wishing its abrogation from a conviction 
hat the community would be thereby benefited. 

But Christianity has never yet been expounded to be a 

att of the law of the land, neither by the judges of the law, 
not by the preachers and teachers of religion. I now call 
upon your Lordships, before you attempt to inflict any kind 
of ponishment upon me, fo expound that as law, which has 
soften been called so in words, that shal! not only consist 
of words, but words that are relative to, and the signs of, 
real and known existences. If you punish me without doing 
this, you will not administer law and justice, but despotism 
and injustice. 

I coald put a hundred questions upon this subject to a 
person who calls himself a Christian, or to a person who 
says that Christianity is part and parcel of the law of the 
laud, to which that person shall not be able to give me an 
answer, though my questions shall be confined to what he 
willadmit to be essential points in the system of Christia- 
tity. It will suffice that 1 say, that no one point in the va- 
tious doctrines of what may be called fictitiously the phy- 
sical part of Christianity, has ever been proved. I repeat 
i, not a single point in all the words that have been ap- 
plied to the term Christianity, for these last seventeen hun- 
dred years, has ever been proved, or atiempted to be proved. 
Nota point of it can be proved; if it could be proved, it 
would be in the present day; for at no period of existing 
history had ever knowledge made such a progress as it has 
in this Island, at this moment; whilst the more sound and 
more extensive our knowledge, the further we get off from 
any proofs of the truth of the tenets of Christianity. Among 
the priests of this country, at this day, there are men of ge- 
tus, deep literary research, and an exiensive scientific 
knowledge, yet, bring the wisest of them before me, and I 
will abash him with a few questions on the subject of his 
religion, on his Christianity. By half a dozen questions, I 
Yould make him ashamed of bis profession. Since, then, 
tls notorious that none of those alleged existences which 

hristianity teaches, do exist, the inference is, that there is 
00 truth connected with that system of words: if there be 
0 truth, there can be no common sense: and-if there be no 
ommon sense, it cannot be supported as law, or by law, 
tad your Lordships have no just and excuseable ground 
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whatever, whereon to inflict any punishment upon me. Ty 
talk of blaspbeming words, to call it criminal, and to seek 
to inflict punishment upon it, is a sort of logic to which 
your Lordships might be ashamed to listen; and let me bee 
of you, before you inflict any kind of punishment upon me. 
to show that | have done any thing more than publish a 
blasphemy of certain words, which relate to nothing, and 
the publication of which has done no kind of injury, either 
to an individual or to the community at large. 

If Mr. Carlile, my employer, and the author, printer, and 
= of the words for which I have been indicted, has 

lasphemed the words of Parson Wait, it was because this 
parson was ignorant and insolent enough to blaspheme, in 
the first instance, what he could not refute. If Mr. Carlile 
blasphemes, he refutes as well. In all the correspondences 
between Mr. Carlile and this priest, the former has shewn 
the falsehood of the words of his opponent, as well as hav- 
ing blasphemed them, whilst the latter has confined himself 
to blaspheming, without putting forth a word that can con- 
vince any person of the truth of the words which he wishes 
to defend. On our side, the whole thing has been nothing 
more than a fair discussion of words, and it ill becomes 
your Lordships, as judges of law, to meddle with the 
matter. Let those words, on both sides, stand or fall ac- 
cording to their intrinsic value aud weight, and your Lord- 
ships will gain credit for wisdom, as well as fair play. © 

Blasphemy, in its very worst sense, is a speaking evil of 
any thing, and to denounce the most wicked person that 
lives, the most wicked act that can be done, or the most 
wicked words that can be spoken, is equally a piece ol 
blasphemy. Blasphemy is no crime, nor even offence 10 
morals, unless it be founded upon falsehood. Every indict- 
ment, every judicial, and even judicious sentence of your 
Lordships’, are acts of blasphemy, because there must be 
an accusation of wrong, there must be evil speaking, where 
upon to ground the indictment and the sentence. Blas- 
phemy has its right and wrong, its good and bad, as well 
as a vice, or any other thing in morals. There 1s a blas- 
phemy that is good, as well as a blasphemy that 1s bad. 
Just reproof is a correct or a moral blasphemy. False 
charges form an incorrect, an immoral blasphemy. My 
indictment is a piece of immoral blasphemy throughout, 
because it contains a series of charges, not one of whic 
has been proved, excepting the act of selling the pampblets, 
which I admit, and the others were, in some measure 4 
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noraland physical impossibility to prave. To tell me that I 
bad incurred the high displeasure of Almighty God, isa 
piece of presumptuous. blasphemy, of which a Christian 
awyer only could be guilty. Mr. Carlile was blasphemed 
wrongfully in the discussion that has been the subject of my 
iadictmeat, whilst he blasphemed the priest and the priest's 
vords rightfully. ‘The blasphemy that J have published is 
jot Charged to be false, and no one wiil venture to say that 
itis false. If God is truth, and if truth has any relation to 
God, then are my prosecutors striving against him, and 
they. shall strive in vain. The God of truth I have not 
blasphemed, the religion of truth I have not blasphemed. 
It is,.not_ my disposition to blaspheme any thiag but vice 
aid falsehood, and this species of blasphemy merits the ap- 
plause, not the punishment of your Lordships. 

I bave now addressed your Lordships fully upon what 
may be termed the law of my case, or rather, | bave shewn 
that it has no relation to law, and I shall proceed to exa- 
mine the prudence and morality of your inflicting any kind 
ofptnishment upon me. Upon just and legal grounds you 
canmot do it, for [feel confident that the arguments I have 
ofered against such grounds are unanswerable ; and | shall 
now enquire what justification can be found on moral 
grounds, 

The first question that suggests itself is, Have I violated 
the laws of morality ? Nothing of the kind is charged 
against me. The charge is, that I have wickedly scanda- 
lied and reproached the Christian religion; and a corrupt 
and ignorant Jury has said guilty upon the occasion : but 
from what we know of special Juries on those cases, how 
that Jury is formed, and whence its constitution emanates, 
it would have found me guilty of bringing scandal and 
reproach on the sun and moon, if such a charge had been 
made, and if the religion established by law had been a 
worship of those two planets, instead of the non-entities to 
Which Words are now addressed as a form of worship. 

Your Lordships are, or ought to be, rightly and truly the 
Coaservators af public morals, and nothing more, lor a 
breach of what is really law is a breach of morality ; and it 
Comes a matter of great interest on My part to shew that 
Ihave not violated law or morality, by shewing that mora- 
lity has no foundation in, connection with, or relation to, 
What is called religion ; that the very essence of morality 
may be practised by that person in whose mind there isa 
*omplete absence of all religion. 

No. 26. Vol. 6. 
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Morality is a principle of action that has its foundation 
in the properties of virtue—ot all that is right and good, ft 
relates allogether to human actions, and is confined jn jts 
operations and resulis to human beings. Beyond the rela- 
tions of human beings and other parts of the animal world 
it cannot be extended in motive or action. It forms the so- 
cial duty of man with regard to all that exists about him: 
but it cannot relate to any unknown or feigned existence; jt 
cannot relate to any that has ever come under the denomi- 
nation of religion. “ 

Religion is a thing that is wholly confined to the mind of 
man; it centers on the mind, and his actions amount to po- 
thing, in a religious point of view, unless the mind strictly 
corresponds as the moving power or the stimulus to action, 
independent of any interest but that of pure motives and au 
absence of all hypocrisy and deception. 

In religion you cannot prove the mind of man, you can- 
not tell the motives of the mind that stimulate the actions: 
but in morality the case is altogether different, for moral 
actions form the proofs of a moral miad, religious actious 
are no proofs of a religious mind. ‘Taking a general view 
of mankind, we find that religious actions and professions 
are almost constantly founded in worldly interest, or that 
which is private, selfish, and partial, and at variance with 
the private sentiments of the mind, so much so, as never to 
be depended upon. 

A moral action speaks for itself; it is good even if it pro- 
ceeds from an immoral mind. It is thus evident that rell- 
gion bas no foundation or alliance with morality, but that 
they are two distinct principles in the humau mind as well 
as in human actions, and carry no signs of relation. 

Not the slightest breach of morality, not a single absence 
of moral duty has been proved or even charged against me; 
and though your Lordships are conservators of public 
morals, which are definable and intelligible to all, you 
cannot justly or legally set up yourselves as conservators af 
religious actions, duties, or relations that are totally undel- 
nable. A breach of morality is a breach of law, because, 
in every breach of the kind some individual must be 1- 
jured, and there must be an individual who has committed 
an injury ; such a case forms a subject within and worthy 
of the cognizance of your Lordships, but what injury bas 
been done in this case? Who complains of injury done by 
me? Where is my injured, unpaid accuser? Whoate they 
who call upon your Lordships to inflict punishment Upo? 
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me? Are we sure that they are moral and honest them- 
selves? ‘They are a secret gang; we do not know them; 
and this prosecution has all the appearances of a trading 
concern, by which a few ignorant dupes are filched of 
money to fee the lawyers who aloue appear against me. It 
jsaconspiracy among a few priests and lawyers to deter, 
from all enquiry into the abuses on which they fiourish, 
such individuals who are bold and honest enough to make 
it, It shall not succeed; no, not even if it has the support 
of your Lordships, which [| trust it will not have on this 
occasion. ‘l'ruth exposed by the power of bold and free 
enquiry will overthrow it. ‘The day is gone by for seeking 
the aid of Judges of law to controul and shackle opinions, 
and to fix a standard for them as they fix a table of fees? 
No, no, it willno longer produce the desired effect, and your 
Lordships had betier ‘* be wise to-day,” and tell these con- 
spirators who have indicted me, or the lawyers who repre- 
sent them, that their day is past, and that such villainy can 
be no longer countenanced. Let your Lordships cast your 
eyes throughout Europe and you will see, that the blood- 
cemented prejudices of pastages are crumbling to dust, and 
can no longer be preserved. ‘The idols of ignorance or 
craft, and the ignorant and crafty idolators, must alike bend 
and retire before the rising and wide-spreading knowledge 
of the age. Jt is the height of madness and villainy to at- 
tempt to support the one or the other by indictment in these 
days. Your Lordships have now the opportunity to set a 
good example, and to put a stop for ever in this country to 
such practices, by sending me free from this Court. In so 
doing you would practically preserve your characters as 
conservators of public morals, for any punishment inflicted 
on me, on account of this indictment, will be a violation of 
law and morality. Religion is a thing that ought to stand 
by its own powers: if it has-no power over the intelligent 
and enquiring mind, it is good for nothing, and ought to fall. 
In all other cases we grant superiority to the judgment of 
an intelligent mind, why not in this case, or, on the question 
of religion? In a matter of such vast import for human 
Consideration, it is too much to require that intelligent minds 
shall succumb before the lowest gradations cf ignorance, 
Vice, folly, and known proved falsehood! ignorance is the 
mother of religiou, and the Vice Society seek his Majesty's 
Royal Letiers Patent for its preservation and their profit, 
that intelligence may be made to pay tithes and tribute to 
it, Ignorance is the hand-maid of monarchiel and priestly 
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legitimacy, ‘but it is the duty of virtue and intelligence bold- 
ly to resist and honestly to triumph over it: that duty shall 
be performed. 

What can be said of religion, when no one can define the 
duties it imposes; but that some other disputes and opposes 
them as wrong? It is impossible that such a non-entity, 
such an undefined, unintelligible thing, can constitute law, 
or claim the protection of morality. Religion is an incom- 
prebensible phantom: morality is a comprehensible good— 
it is substantial, intelligible to every mind, and almost to 
every thing that has sensation, If we are kindand humane 
to almost every animal, we can impress it with something 
like notions of morality; it will feel kindness, and return it: 
but let us talk about religion to a brute animal, and what 
impression can we make upon it? None at all; and the 
reason is, that religion bas no foundation in any thing natu- 
ral, it is altogether an unnatural excitement of the human 
mind, and not a thing for protection by your Lordships, as 
Judges of the law and conservators of public morals. 
Every judicial interference on matters of religion is a breach 
of public morals. It is a violation of the sanctity of the 
mind, for every intelligent mind is a moving temple, and 
sacred to the purposes of meditation and reflection: it 
ought not to be enslaved nor incommoded with dogmas not 
its own; it should be as free to change as the atmosphere of 
which it is a limited and circumscribed part; restraint can 
enty corrupt it, and to do this, it does not become your 
Lordships to assist. Imposed restraint on the mind may 
make hypocrites and immoral men, but can never aid the 
extension of morality. It is incompatible with the powers 
and character of the buman mind that any laws can effec- 
tually controul it. When properly cultivated and properly 
excited, it is a machine of vast power, and as difficult to be 
controuled by other minds as the surrounding elements; it 
is altogether a thing of the elements; it contracts and ex- 
pands; it storms aud becomes calm; it is baneful or bene- 
ficial accordingly as it is acted upon by contingent circum- 
stances. But it neither corrupts nor destroys, unless where 
it-be impeded. A law has lately been made to enforce the 
practice of morality towards dumb animals; as far as it 
goes, it is good; but it premises an absence of morality in 
this highly Christian, this profoundly religious nation. This 
law will have its effect, because it relates to morality ; it re- 
lates to something tangible. But what avail any laws that 
enforce the practice of religion ? Nothing at all! All such 
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laws have failed. They have been null and void, with the 
exception of having been made the instruments of prodigious 
human suffering. Then I call solemnly and seriously upon 
your Lordships, as conservators of public morals, as guar- 
dians and protectors of the weak and poor against the op- 
pressors of the strong and rich, to put a stop to the career of 
vice and persecution carried on by the Vice Society, or that 
association which falsely and hypocritically calls itself a 
Society for the Suppression of Vice. 

[ am sensible that! am calling upon those who have hitherto 
countenanced, supported, and applauded this Society, bat 
it is always the right time to stop short in a career of error, 
and retrace our steps, and that in this case, my persecutors, 
not me, are in error, I am fully convinced, and the assur- 
ance that it will be so made to appear, makes me boid in 
performing my part in the serious drama now exhibited. [ 
am satisfied that I stand upon the rock of truth, with all the 
laws_of morality for my shield: my banner is the emblem 
of candour and simplicity, my weapons are reasonable argu- 
ments, and my enemies are tyrants, robbers, and oppressors. 
They may be strong and powerful, but they cannot crush 
me. If punished, if I suffer in this glorious warfare, I shall 
have the condolence and the support of all that is good, of 
all that is moral, of all that is honest, virtuous, and in- 
corrupt in the country. The balm of public approba- 
tion will be mine, the lash of public disapprobation will fall 
on my tyrant persecutors. 

In conclusion, I will recapitulate, in a few words, the 
substance of the whole of my arguments, by way of leaving 
their true and proper impression on your Lordships’ minds. 
Ff am charged with unlawfully publishing a blasphemy on 
the Christian Religion. I have shewn your Lordships that 
the charge is legally erroneous, because the Christian Reli- 
gion is a thing undefinable and unintelligible upon any 
legal, moral, or physical ground. I have shewn tbat it bas 
no relation to morality, and consequently no relation to 
common sense, or what iscommon law. 1 have shewn that 
blasphemy is not in itself a crime, but that it-may be moral 
and legal, as well as immoral and illegal, and that my blas- 
phemy is of the former quality. 

And I flatter myself that 1 have shewn in my conduct, as 
a whole, throughout this prosecution, that the human mind 
has reached that degree of knowledge that will enable it to 
triumph over every attempted oppression, and to defeat the 
desired ends of religious persecution. My boldness, if I 
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have shewn any, | ask your Lordships to attribute to a con- 
sciousness of innocence, and a candid sense of honesty ; and 
since I have clearly shewn that 1 have committed no offence 
against law, or the law’s foundation, public morads, I trust I 
shall not be punished for my defence, as has been the judi- 
cial practice of late, avowed and menaced. 

This Court has witnessed slanderers and blasphemers of 
the most infamous kind purchase impunity from a silence 
that was tantamount to an inability to set up any kind of de- 
fence, whilst honest and moral individuals have been se- 
verely punished for fully proving and boldly asserting their, 
innocence; and it has been illegally avowed, that the 
defence, more than the alleged offence, has been the 
ground and reason for punishment. 

I feel warranted in introducing such remarks, upon the 
ground that Mr. Prichard, the solicitor for the prosecution, 
told me, personally, in the name of your Lordships, that I 
should receive a very severe sentence for making such a de- 
fence at the Guildhall in the city, before the special jury. 

Had I committed any offence, I should in consequence of 
such a menace, have set up an argument to shew, that your 
Lordships had no kind of authority, in law or justice, to 
punish for a defence, of whatever nature it may have been, 
but that your autbority is solely confined to a cognizance of 
the offence. Insult may and ought to be punished asa con- 
tempt; but arguments in defence, however pointed and 
strong, can never constitute an insult or contempt. I there- 
fore beg leave to suggest, for your Lordships’ final consider- 
ation, that as the presence of my very strong and well- 
pointed arguments in defence have exploded the charge of 
an offence, I ought to be allowed to walk free from this 
Court, and return to my home, with my children and 
my husband, to pass my time as a moral member of the 
community, as I have always hitherto done. This the law 
warrants, and this justice, morality, and humanity demands 
that the Court should award, and that all useless religious 
persecution should cease henceforth and for ever. 
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TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Edinburgh, Nov. 11, in the year 1822, 

Sir, of the Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 

I HAVE again the pleasure of transmitting to you, a small sum to the 
amount of £10. 7s. 6d. subscribed by your friends in this city, who 
are anxious for your liberation and future prosperity. Itis the im- 
perative duty, Sir, of the friends of civil and religious liberty through- 
out the whole island, to contribute individually, towards relieving 
you, from the infernal grasp of tyranny and priesteraft. Fain would 
those, who riot on the spoils of credulity and industry, wrung from 
the hard earnings of the usefal classes of mankind; crush by their 
infamous machivations every independent man, who endeavours to 
expose the imposition of their tottering systems of kingcraft and 
priestcraft. 

That monster of oppression, Castlereagh, is gone, he shed his own 
blood for his own sins; probably he thought of saving, that drop of 
the blood of Jesus the Jew, which would have fallen to his lot as a 
believing Christian, to help to wash out the abominable sins, of the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Percy Jocelyn, Lord Bishop of 
Clogher. ‘The belief, that the blood of Jesus was shed as an atone- 
ment for the sins of his followers, is in my opinion, one of the most 
diabolical tenets of their system, Is it not an encouragement te ali 
kinds of vice? Believing that Jesus was the son of God, and died to 
save them from the unrelenting vengeance of his vindictive father, 
the Christians commit all kinds of crimes, satisfied, that this belief, 
and a little repentance at last, will save even the most blood stained, 
and tyrannical villain, from all future punishment; nay more, that 
it will conduct him to eternal felicity and happiness. But if, as the 
Christians say, God’s infinite justice was to be satisfied, for the 
iniquity of mankind, how is his infinite justice to be satisfied, con- 
cerning the giving up poor Jesus to be murdered. Will not the 
sacrifice of his innocent son, require another sacrifice to sutisfy his 
infinite justice? Perhaps the Holy Ghost will be the next sufferer; 
and other, at last his infinite justice will require that he should, like 
Castlereagh, sacrifice himself? Then may we expect peace upon 
earth, as mankind would be left to manage their own affairs, without 
the interference, and advice of capricious and blood-thirsty Gods: 
whose love if they have any for the human race; has, like that of 
cats, always manifested itself by cruelty and savage behaviour. 

From the behaviour of Christians it seems they think that they 
cannot exist with Deists in the world. Would it not be more con- 
sistent with the meek character they assume to allow Deists to live 
at peace, than to persecute them for not believing in a system w hich 
they cannot understand, It is rather their duty to use every mild 
and benevolent measure, to convert unbeiievers, to the mer k und holy 
religion of Jesus. But when they begin to harass and persecute 
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men who conscientiously differ from them in theological opinions, is 
it not a proof that their system, will not.stand investigation, or else 
that it has a tendency to make them cruel and despotic? Is it not 
absurd in the Christians to go coaxing and wheedling the ignorant 
natiens of the world into their faith, while at home they are busy 

ersecuting those who cannot believe, because they cannot under- 
stand it? If they take mild measures to convert the ignorant nations 
of the world, why not employ the same measures to conduct the 
unbelievers of their own country? 

The intolerant spirit of the Christians will, I hope, at last rouse 
all the energies of Free Thinkers ; at least for my part no feeble effort 
of mine, shall ever be wanting, when necessary; either in public 
or private to oppose their persecutions, and expose their rotten and 
hideous system to public view. Though I am not, what they are 

leased to cail a gentleman and scholar; yet | hope that nature has 
gifted me with a portion of reason and common sense, equal to some 
who call themselves Gentlemen and Scholars; which I am determin- 
ed to use, as my guides, on all occasions. Hoping soon to hear of 
your liberation, consider me, dear Sir, your friend and well-wisher. 


J. AFFLECK, 





Zt. s. d, £38 
Edinburgh Freethinkers Zete- Thomas Finlay 0 5 0 
tic Society, 2 2 Q0 David Burrel, a Christian, 
William Hay whose maxim is to do as 
A Deist who dare not avow you would be done by 0 1 0 
his opinions 010 6 David Leitch, an Advocate 
Your old Friend the sincere : for Free Discussion 0 5 0 
Christian, &c. 010 6 James Naysmith ,0 2 6 
James Affleck 010 6 An honest Man’s mite 0 1 0 
Jolin Ingles 0 2 6 From one who thinks that the 
A Friend 0 1 0 Bible is worse for obscenity 
Alexander Clunie 01 0 tnan Fanny Hill ma 5.6 
William Nelson 0 2 6 James M‘Donald 010 
George Herriott 0 2 6 John Spence 0 0 6 
J. G. a Friend 0 5 O Andrew Lander 0 0 6 
May this help to ward off the A Friend to Free Discussion, 
Iron Hand of Oppression, J.G. 0 1 6 
M, W, M. 1 1 O A Friend to Truth 0 5 0 
Wm. M. from 35, Haydon Benjamin Johnson 02 0 
Street 0 5 0 J.S.a Friend to FreeInquiry 0 2 6 
Mrs. M. from Ditto 0 3 0 James Hogg . 2 
Little Ben from Ditto 0 2 6 William Blaikie 0 5 0 
An Old Methodist 0 5 O James Sandiland 01 6 
Robert Renwick, an old Tar, J. M. gives a Silver Crown, 
who allows every Ship to knowing it will play its part 
shew his own Colours 01 0 against the Golden One 0 5 0 
Thomas Hunter hates Perse- A. C, a Materialist 0 2 6 
cution 0 0 6 Thomas Spittle, a Priest-hater 0 1 6 
Donald Frazer, a Friend to John Bryen 010 6 
pair Play 0 0 6 Thomas Peteril 0 0 6 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Srre, Sleaford, Nov. 7, 1822. 
THE enclosed sum of £1, 14s. is the amount of asubscription from 
a few individuals of Sleaford and its neighbourhood, towards the 
payment of the enormous fine imposed upon you by your iniquitous 
and merciless persecutors; and as a memento of the estimation in 
which they have Jong and ardently held your courage and peseverance, 
in unveiling the besotted ignorance and imposture of the great horde 
of corruptionists in both Church and State.. May you continue thus 
to unfold to the gaze of the admiring world, the real eause of all 
the misery that has desolated the earth by the unholy alliance of 
Priests and Kings, plotting against the liberties of mankind, and 
converting by their system of misrule, the fair face of creation into 
a dreary sterility. 

That Mr. Carlile has done more towards the annihilation of Priest- 
craft and Kingcraft than his predecessors, bears the strongest evi- 
dence, which must be felt and acknowledged by every one who has 
paid attention to passing events; hence, if it be admitted that he has 
been the instrument to emancipate the mind of man from the tram- 
mels of a lazy, bigoted Priesthood; (who leave old Mother Church 
to the protection of the Attorney General, and dastardly shun the 
irrefutable arguments of this Champion of Truth;) and that he has 
also been expedite in removing the bandages which have for a long 
time intercepted the vision of-the people of the united kingdom, 
thereby enabling them to perceive the true state of their political 
condition; if, I say, they do not boldly stand forth to snatch 
him, as it were, the fire-brand from the fire, but still consent to be the 
*‘ hewers of wood, and drawers of water,”’ it is much to be feared 
they will entail upon themselves and their posterity, labours far sur- 
passing the fabled ones of Ixion or Sysiphus. 

‘‘ This is the time to try mens souls!” and if every Republican 
and Deist throughout the’country would openly avowhimself what a 
phalanx it would discover!—already has the tocsin been sounded 
from one end of the kingdom to the other, the whole Hierarchy, with 
the Dissenters at their heels, (a clamorous pack) have buckled on the 
armour of faith, and are rallying round the standard of the true 
Church Militant; ready to embark in the unhallowed crusade against 
the friends of liberty and free discussion, whom they would rejoice 
to seé exterminated by an Auto ca fe. 

Men whose pursuits are just and honourable have nothing to fear 
from investigation. It is those only who having usurped authority 
over their fellow men by trickery and delusion, are afraid of their 
evil deeds coming to light: this is.precisely the case with the priest 
of the present day; it being a maxim of: theirs to hood-wink the 
harmless and unsuspecting, until they have wheedled them into a 


perfect slavery. 
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What, I would ask, has been the utility of the priesthood of this 
or any other country ? have they benefited the mass of mankind by 
their pretended holiness? Have they poured in balm, and oil, and 
wine, to heal the wounds of suffering humanity? are they celebrated 
for acts of benevolence, charity, peace, goodwill and universal phi- 
lanthropy? Alas! no;—they have held immense revenues wrun 
from the hard-earned pittance of a famishing poor; they have held 
the minds of the weak and timid in thraldom ; and should any one 
presume to think for himself, the most horrible denunciations are 
uttered against him, to bind his faculties as with adamantine fetters, 
and to extinguish the glance of intellectual light that had just began 
to beam forth its lustre on his mind, thus reducing the noblest of 
nature’s works to a mere automaton. 

But ’tis in vain :—the glorious sun of Reason and of Science is 
soaring sublimely above the horizon, dissipating the thick mists of 
Bigotry and Intolerance: the march of intellect is making rapid ad- 
vances, and the avenues to improvement are fast opening to view: 
no longer shall the spirit of Liberty be chained down in the dank 
and noisome cells of superstition, whilst myriads of our fellow coun- 
trymen are panting to be free: no more shall their laws be suspend- 

“ed for the vilest purposes, nor shall they be dragged from their 
families and peaceful homes, to be incarcerated in dungeons, inter- 
mixed with felons of the deepest dye, their property pounced upon, and 
at *‘one fell swoop,” their wives and little ones consigned to a fate at 
which human nature shudders and turns aside abhorrent at the bare 
recital. Henceforth, the despots, the minions of power, shall not 
(so long as the sons of Britain are firm to each other,) repeat the 
desolating scenes we have heretofore witnessed, to supply the gew- 
gaws of royalty—-to maintain a corrupt and wicked administration ; 
together with an almost innumerable host of sinecurists, contractors, 
tythe-eaters, tax-eaters, &c. in fact, the most useless, the most un- 
productive, and the most arrogant part of the community; the very | 
drones that devour the produce of the hive, leaving the active, the in- 
dustrious,. and the laborious bees scarce enough to enable them to 
linger out a miserable existence. 

That you and your family may triumph over your fell persecutors, 
and that England may through your means become a really free 
nation, to the advancement of your own individual happiness, is 
the earnest desire of 

Sir, Yours truly, 
LIBERTAS, 


—_—~_ - ——  — --—— 


Account of the Subscription transmitted to Mr. DRA KARD, Stamford, to be by him 
forwarded to Mr, CARLILE. 


m 4 s. ds 
S. O. a Materialist, who detests with a Constitution as ab ori- 
the cant about Sedition and gine, would prefer a cheap 
Blasphemy, and who, though Republic to a profuse Aris- 


an Advocate for Monarchy, tocracy 2 6 
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s. d. s d. 
Ne quid falsi dicere audeat, ne A Freethinker 2 6 
quid veri non audeat 2 6 Agricola 2 6 
Republican and Deist 2 6 Charles Anderson Moss 2 6 
Alexander M‘Ewen 2 6 P.Q. Not what I would, but 
A. B. 2 6 what I could 2 6 
In Politics a Republican, in Re- A Friend to Liberty 1 0 
ligion a Materialist 2 6 A Friend to Mr. Carlile 1 0 
Manus hec inimica tyrannis 2 6 A Radical 1 0 
An Enemy to Despotism, anda G. B. D. an Enemy to Priest- 
Friend to Freedom i 0 craft 2 6 
TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 
BRAVE CoUNTRYMAN, Bath, Nov. 14, 1822, 


THERE is no wise and honest man but-will deeply sympathize with 
your sufferings and persecution. For what are you robbed of your 
property ? For what is your domestic happiness invaded by a law- 
less banditti, your person seized and cast into a gloomy and un- 
wholesome dungeon? Is it for robbing a fellow creature of his good 
name, his property, or his life? Is it for endeavouring to injure the 
welfare of society? Is it for any thought, word, or deed prejudicial. 
to the interests of human nature? No, by no means. For what 
then is this brutal persecution which has been hardly exceeded . by 
bloody Mary? It is simply this, fer venturing to think for yourself 
on political and religious matters, for presuming to differ from those 
pernicious animals in human shape who pretend to be born with a 
natural right to sovereignty and domination, over the rights, li- 
berties and property of their fellow men; it is because you had 
published those views and opinions both of yourself and other liberal 
and enlightened minds, who haye shaken off the tyrannies of super- 
Stition (not the requirements of morality.) The tyrants of humanity 
know full well the consequences of free enquiry; they know the 
danger to their systems of oppression that would. arise by breaking 
those fetters of prejudice and superstition that have so long enslaved 
the human mind. It is from a conviction of this kind that they are 
alarmed at the consequences of your manly and persevering ex- 
ertions, 

But the flame of Truth is kindled in the British Isles, persecution 
may prevent its open progress, but it will burn in secret, in spite of 
all the efforts of selfish knaves, and mad fanatics to extinguish it; 
it may be hidden for the present, but ere long it will burst forth with 
brightness irresistible! What folly, what madness it appears to 
condemn a man for his opinion. From whence I would ask does 
opinion arise ? most certainly from the force of evidence presented to 
the mind, it does not arise from the will, but is totally independent 
of it, consequently no man is criminal for the opinion he holds on 
any subject. Yet we are to be fined and imprisoned in this world, 
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and sent to hell in the next, if we do not believe a bugbear which is 
totally out of our power, while we retain the use of our reasoning 
faculties. 

Perhaps it may not be amiss to inform you, that I was bred up a 
Methodist, and from the inculcation of my parents, firmly believed 
in their doctrines with sincerity; in process of time as my reasoning 
powers gained strength, I began to notice certain contradictions 
and absurdities, which led me to enquire and investigate the foun- 
dation of that religion, which I was taught from my cradle never to 
question, The more I ex amined the more dissatisfied I felt, and as 
1 was determined not to leave the subject until 1 had thoroughly in- 
vestigated its basis; | soon came to this conclusion; That the 
mythology of Moses was no better than the mythology of the Greeks 
and Romans ; that the religion of the Jews, was no better than that 
of the Turks, and far inferior to that of the Chinese; that the morals 
of Seneca, or Marcus Aurelius, are better.than the morals of Jesus, 
1 would have you particularly to notice that I have not rejected the 
Jewish and Christian scriptures, because | wished te cast off what is 
called the restraint of morality, but | reject them for their absurdity, 
indecency, and contradictions. 

Wishing you may persevere in the glorious career you have com- 
menced, and that your noble efforts to emancipate the human mind, 
may never lose the reward of an indebted universe, May your persecu- 
tion, never chill the ardour of your exertions, and may every sup- 
port be experienced by you and your persecuted family. This my 
brave Countryman is the most fervent wish of 

Yours, most faithfully, 


A BRITON, 


You will oblige me by accepting the enclosed Pound note. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





FRIEND oF Truth, London, Nov. 5, 1822. 
I sEND you 10s. 6d. in gold towards your fines, by the person who 
serves me with ‘* The Republican,” and who knows the conveyance 
to you better than I do. I was one of the first publishers of Thomas 
Paine’s “* Rights of Man,” and now have repeated thanks for the 
loan of your publications, the Age of Reason, Deist, Mirabaud, and 
Trials; and by lending them, | am told by several Methodists that 
l ought to be burnt alive for encouraging of Carlile and Paine’s 
works, 

I hope to be able to see you, your wife and sister in good health 
in London. 


1 am, with respect, 
J. B. 
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TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Sir, London, Nov. 11, 1822. 
Be pleased to accept of my sincere and hearty thanks, for having by 
your exertions, raised me from the depth of intellectual slavery and 
wretchedness, to the heighth of liberty and happiness. Prior to the 
year 1819, my mind, from its infancy, had been subject to that igno- 
rance and superstition, to that state of doubt and anxiety, and to those 
corroding fears, whiich all Christians, more or less, according to cir- 
cumstances are subject to; and but for you, | should in all proba- 
bility be in that state now, But the cruel and unrelenting persecu- 
tions, with which my fellow-christians pursued you, touched my 
heart with pity for your-sufferings, and excited my curiosity to know 
the cause of such deadly hatred, 

I read, with great care, all the best works in favour of Christianity : 
against these, only one small book, the justly celebrated “‘ Age of 
Reason ;’? and it made me a convert to Deism. 

Though | was, previous to this time, what is generally called an 
** experimental’’ Christian, yet, | solemnly declare, that since I be- 
came a Deist, I have had more true reverence for the Almighty; a 
more ardent love for every social and moral virtue; and more peace 
and happiness of mind, than I ever had, or possibly could have, while 
under the influence of Christianity. 

That | may be the honoured means of conveying, though but one 
ray 5f light, to some unhappy victim of superstition ; that I may la- 
bour with you, in breaking those chains which keep our fellow-crea- 
tures in bondage, while their oppressors exult over them with feroci- 
ous cruelty; that I may assist as far as my ability will enable me, to 
advocate those great principles of liberty, equality, and justice, which 
are the birth-right of every human being, and which only can make 
him truly virtuous and happy; that I may assist in this great and 
good work, has been my principal object in sending you this letter. 

You have published, a card or bill, (call it what you like) entitled, 
** The Beauties of the Bible.” This is a good work; it isa well- 
aimed blow at the vital part of the system, But, I wonder you have 
not published something similar consisting of the contradictions of 
the Bible, and which might be called, ‘* The Harmony of the Bible.” 
This, it appears to me, would do a great deal of good. It might not, 
to be sure, fully couvince any one, * that the Bible i is not the word of 
God; but, it would most likely break the spell of ignorance and bi- 
gotry, excite a desire for further information, and eventually lead to 
complete emancipation. 

1 am aware, the rough sketch here given, of the ‘‘ Harmony of 
the Bible” is not complete, but if you think with me, it will serve in 
the cause of truth and virtue, more passages may easily be added, and 
the whole better arranged. But if you think it will do no good, that 


830 THE REPUBLICAN. 


it is not worth while to publish such a thing, I am sure you will not 
blame me for troubling you with this hint about it; because, the 
motive that induces me to it, is a fervent desire to impart that hap- 
piness to others, which I have myself enjoyed, through rejecting 
Christianity and embracing Deism. 

That you may soon see the fruits of your arduous labours and the 
best reward of all your sufferings in the liberation of mankind from 
priestcraft and kingcraft is the sincere wish of 

Sir, Your humble Servant, 
T., VENUS, 


THE HARMONY OF THE BIBLE. 


Compare 1Samuelxv,.29 .. ., with Genesis vi. 6 
a ee Genesis xxii. 1, . . . . ? 








SS SE | Bae James i. 15 
Bowedus rx. 5. =. . « «, Ezekiel xviii. 20 
— ate ai a i Judges i. 19 








Exodus xxiv. 10—12 


John iv. 12 . . ° . . ? ‘ 
Exodus xxxiii. 11 


1 Timothy vi.16 .. .§2 





ie 








HISTORIC HARMONY OF THE BIBLE. 


Compare 2 Samuel xxiv.1 . . . with 1 Chron, xxi, 1 








2 Samuel xxiv. 9 —— 1 Chron, xxi. 5 
Matthew xxviii, 10 and 16 —— Luke xxiv. 13—36 
Mark xv. 25, 26 John xix. 14 and 19 
Matthew xxvii. 5 Acts i, 18, 

Acts ix. 7 Acts xxii. 9 





Truth is always consistent with itself. It is therefore as impossible for any 
book to be true which is contradictory, as for light and darkness to exist tugether. 





Note.—The Penny reference to obscene and cruel acts in 

- the Bible, “ The Character of the Bible and Bible God, with 

Scripture Contradictions” at 2d., and “The Scripturian’s 

Creed” at 3d., are equal to our Correspondent’s wish, and 
form a complete Biblical exposition and criticism. 








—— 


SOME IDEAS ON THE NATURE OF AN ANIMAL. 





AN animal is a certain combination of particles of matter variously 
modified and capable of exhibiting numerous phenomena, as the 
principle of life, digestion, secretion, perception, intelligence, &e., 
But this combination cannot be supported without the constant appli- 
cation of other matter, extrinsic to the animal, as oxygen, caloric, 
and food. If any one of these be withdrawn, the combination is 
destroyed, the animal is decomposed, and the particles readily 
enter into new combinations. It has long been maintained that there 
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is another principle attached to the animal, for a certain time, cabled 
soul or spirit, which is incapable of any chauge. The definition 
given of soul or spirit, is a something distinct from and independent 
of matter, and yet influencing and directing the actions of the ani- 
mal. Now low happeus it that the soul has no power to continue 
or restore life when the animal suffers an apparent death from suffo- 
cation? We know that if the animal be permitted to remain in this 
state it will soon undergo decomposition ; but if, on the contrary, ex- 
ternal matter be properly and assiduously applied for a sufficient 
length of time, the living principle will sometimes be restored, and 
the phenomena of life be carried on as usual, When this restoration 
does happen the business generally assigned to the soul is the last to 
manifest itself: for respiration, the circulation of the blood, and 
motion of the muscles first take place, and then, after sometime 
perception and intelligence; so that the soul during this process 
must have been an idle spectator, ready in one case to jump into 
the animal, or in the other to fly, I know not whither. 
C. B. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, THE DUNGEON PROOF PATRIOT, 





CirizeEN, Bath, Nov. 11, 1822. 
I AM directed to send you a small trifle from the Republicans of 
Bath, being their second subscription through my hands; and though 
it be but a few shillings they are well aware it will be as well ac- 
cepted as if it were as many pounds, knowing it comes from poor, 
but true Republicans, labouring in the same sacred cause as your 
persecuted self and family. 

1 am, Citizen, your fellow labourer, on the behalf of the sub- 
scribers, 


JOHN GUNNING. 





Thomas Garrat 

John Fish 

John Bowden 

James Wilcox 

H. C. Shopmate to Hibernicus 
A mite towards your release 


John Gunning 

T. 8, P. for Ditto 

A Friend, Ditto 

John Morgan 

William Martin 

Money collected for beer, but not 
spent 


coacooa ® 


rs) Orrwb 2 
oc oocoaanF 
cEworrol 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





SHOULD any letters with Subscriptions be omitted this 
week, an excuse is begged, as the appearance of Mrs. 














832 THE REPUBLICAN. 


Wright’s prepared and suppresséd Speech in print, is para- 
mount to every other object. The Subscriptions from Bath, 
Edinburgh, Leeds, and Sleaford, are acknowledged; and 
if the Letters and Subscribers’ Names do not appear this 
week they shall in the next. Oxford, £1. 7s. and Toel 
Martin £2. are acknowledged. : | 

AGE oF Reason, Part lI. is ready, for delivery at One 
Shilling. 

The RePpuBiican, No. 13, Vol. IV. is reprinted for such 
Subscribers as could not obtain copies at the time of its first 
publication from the whole impression selling so instan- 
taneously. 








Subscriptions from Birmingham, by Mr. Russell. 


8, @. Be ee 

Joseph Russell returns the A. B. 0 5 0 
intrepid Carlile his own Richard Smith, a Republican 0 O 6 
again * 1 0 O Thomas Edwards 0 1 0 
Interest for the above, and a W. S, Hollis, a Materialist 0 2 6 
mite to support the able Ad- C.D. 0 2 6 


vocate of Free Discussion 1 0 O 


* Richard Carlile, in August 1819, made a journey of one hundred miles to 
assist J. R. and generously contributed £1. to his assistance. 


The sum of £1. 5s. is acknowledged from Two Friends in Richmond, York- 
shire. 

The receipt of £1. 2s. 6d. is acknowledged as having been received from Sa- 
lisbury, in the spring of 1820, which the Clerk neglected to enter on the books, 
and to acknowledge in the Republican of that time. 

Four Pounds Nine Shillings and Sixpence, are acknowledged from a Friend in 
London. 





Subscriptions for Mrs. S. Wright. 


+ ie We 4 ££. se 

From an unknown Friend, and Mr. Whitaker 0 20 

who will send her another J. M. 01 0 

to buy her a Christmas A.D. 0 0 6 
dinner 10 °0 


Mrs. 8. Wright returns her sincere thanks to “‘ An Unknown Friend,” for thé 
present of £1. and the promise of another to buy her a Christmas dinner; also to 
Mr., Whitaker, for Two Shillings; J. W. One Shilling; and A. D. Sixpence. 
Mrs. W. hopes, that her privations may be a furtherance of Free Discussion, and 
she promises the Friends of Universal Liberty, that she will bear every thing that 
Despotism can inflict, with resignation. 





Printed and Published by R. CARLILE, 55, Fleet Street, All Communications 
(post paid) are requested to be sent to Dorchester Gaol, until a further Ad- 
dress to some House or Shop be given.—Orders, with remittances, or references 
for payment, will be punctually attended to, Conntry Agents will find the 
wost liberal Terms for prompt Payment. | 





